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Gun Control Laws
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Guns have become a menace to the society due too increased misuse of this weapon. The recent cases of shootings in the United States have created fear among citizens and pressure on both the state and federal governments to implement stricter laws (Wilkinson & Bernstein, 2018). Gun control as become a huge debate in the United States as many people stay in support of strict gun rules while others opposing this proposition. Cases of massacre witnessed in various states have attracted the attention of governments, celebrities and business people piling pressure on the need for strict gun rules. The paper looks at the gun control laws in the United States focusing on the effects and solutions to the problem. 
Analysis
	The need for tougher gun laws has been on the rise for the past few years due to rampant cases of shootings across. Cases of mass shootings had prompted former President Obama to call for reforms which would see tough gun laws and reduced cases of shootings. Even though the then President of the United States supported the gun law reforms, the congress did not approve this proposition (Wilkinson & Bernstein, 2018). It is important to note that the gun control issue can only be solved if the entire government and the citizens work together on promoting strict gun laws to all Americans. 
	Recent polls conducted by IPSOS show that Americans are in support of strict gun laws. A majority of Americans want the government to put in place tighter restrictions on the purchase of weapons and a complete ban on assault weapons (Trotta, 2018). The poll was conducted after the deadly shooting at Florida high school that left 17 people dead. Even though the public has aired out many complaints with regards to the gun laws, they cannot manage to implement the reforms without the government’s help. The citizens of the USA do not make any policies. The public are thus more likely to support the tougher gun laws because they are directly affected by the problems. 
	Based on the historical and social backgrounds of the United States, gun laws have always been flexible. The flexibility was brought about by the 2nd amendment which allowed the citizens to become their own independent and regulated militia and their rights should not be infringed. As a consequence, there is a big number of gun owners some of whom own assault riffles. Such individuals are less likely to support stricter gun laws that will deprive them of their weapons. Additionally, the politicians are among the people who own guns in the US. They are also not likely to advocate for strict gun laws. 
	Guns have brought about numerous massacres in the United States which affect the people directly. Some people turn this blame on terrorism while other blame the less strict gun laws (Trotta, 2018). Victims of gun violence undergo traumatic experiences and some of them live with these memories for the rest of their lives. Without gun control, such people will never get justice they deserve. Gun control is likely to lead to decreased case of homicide, decreased cases of suicide, and decreased crime in the society. Individuals who do not possess guns cannot do the stated issues. However, gun control is likely to conflict with the 2nd amendment and thus lead to decreased freedom, decreased self-reliance, and decreased personal safety (Trotta, 2018). It is necessary to state that in the cases where there are strict gun laws, the citizens will not be trusted with handling guns (Wilkinson & Bernstein, 2018). As a result, this will paint a picture of an authoritarian regime. 
In this case, the government should consider a gun control law that will not deny people their rights to own weapons. For example, the government can ban the use of automatic and semi-automatic weapons by the public, a policy that has proven to work properly in Australia (Leaf, 2018). Automatic and semi-automatic weapons should only be possessed by the armed forces. People should be allowed to own guns with a valid reason. The policy of gun control should be about ensuring that guns do not reach the wrong hands rather than denying the citizens of their freedom as expressed on the 2nd amendment. Research shows that countries with gun control rules experience less violence and massacres. An example is Australia where the government introduced gun control due to the Port Arthur Massacre where 35 people died (Leaf, 2018). The ban has so far worked as the country has experienced good discipline from the remaining gun owners. Similar restrictions can be implemented in the United States to avoid these increasing cases of massacres. With such, the constitutional rights of citizens will be upheld and the people will be safer. 
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